Small Business Roundtable Minutes 

July 24, 2007

Monica Craft, JSC-NASA, opened the meeting and started introductions.

Carolyn Grovey-Brown, Emerging Business Academy, discussed the purpose of their company, to assist small businesses with doing business with NASA and understanding NASA jargon.  Rhonda Cummings, Emerging Business Academy, also informed the roundtable that their business works with prime contractors and subcontractors, as well as small businesses.

Debra Johnson, JSC-NASA, spoke to the roundtable about the importance of the Small Business roundtable and commended the committee on their work.

Ms. Craft discussed the vision of Mr. Glen Delgado for the Small Business Programs including enhancing communications between the Small Business, the Procurement offices and personnel from the Mission Directorates. Ms. Craft also reminded the group that their businesses must apply for recertification every 5 years.  Ms. Craft and Gail Skowron, JSC-NASA, spoke of taking initiatives to improve the SBA’s scorecard, however, JSC is exceeding their goals. Ms. Craft also informed the roundtable that the name of the office changed to Office of Small Business Programs, OSBP, and all information will be on the website, http://www.osbp.nasa.gov.

Ms. Craft introduced the chairs, starting with Pearl Wright, 4W, and Chad Brinkley, Cimarron.  Ms. Wright stated that she was excited about working with the group. Mr. Brinkley described the roundtable as a working group, representing small businesses to the government. Ms. Wright’s goal for small businesses is that a year from now small businesses will have a much better understanding about doing business with NASA.

Tim Kropp, MRI, and Catherine Cagan-Brown, SPMA, of the Education Committee, focused on the training of small businesses to better support JSC as well as other NASA centers.

Andrew Hernandez, EASI, and Ned Mueller, GB Tech, of the Mentoring Committee, spoke of challenges facing small businesses. Mr. Mueller spoke of moving beyond the common issues all small businesses face and getting results. Mr. Hernandez talked to the roundtable about the needs of each small business being different and how the small businesses need to learn from each others lessons learned. 

Amye Spradlin, Bastion Technologies, and Terry Gomes, Advance Tech, of the Marketing Committee spoke about the marketing of the Small Business Roundtable. Ms. Spradlin asked for ideas on marketing the Small Business Roundtable. Ms. Spradlin also asked for feedback and ideas through the survey. Mr. Gomes talked about the marketing strategy, to implement goals, and ways to strengthen communication between small businesses, procurement, and JSC. 

Mr. Gomes also asked for feedback through the survey, stressing the importance of the group’s feedback to market the Small Business Roundtable. Ms. Spradlin asked for ideas on the Small Business Council’s name. Mr. Gomes then stated the objective of reaching out to communicate between the small businesses and JSC. 

Pearl Wright and Chad Brinkley then spoke to the roundtable about the frequency of the roundtable meetings. Mr. Brinkley stated that he felt the monthly meetings were of good frequency, however, he asked for feedback if others felt the meeting should be held quarterly.

Mr. Brinkley spoke to the roundtable about executing Mr. Glen Delgado’s mission.

Carolyn Grovey-Brown, Emerging Business Academy, informed the roundtable that the training at the Emerging Business Academy will not duplicate the trainings received at elsewhere, the information and education received is unique to JSC and the academy.

Gail Skowron stated that the roundtable strives for small business success throughout NASA centers, not only at JSC.
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